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PROPOSAL: 

41 OUTSIDE HELP 
41.1 A boat shall not receive help from any outside source, except 
(a) help as provided for in rule 1; 
(b) help for an ill or injured crew member; 
(c) after a collision, help from the crew of the other boat to get clear; 
(d) help in the form of information freely available to all boats, and unsolicited 
information from another boat in the same race. 
41.2 A boat shall not give help by deliberately or repeatedly interfering with 
another boat for the sole purpose of improving the score of a third boat. 
A boat may receive outside help as provided for in rule 1. Otherwise, she shall not 
receive help except for an ill or injured crew member or, after a collision, from the 
crew of the other boat. 

CURRENT POSITION: 

See above. 

REASON: 

This proposal addresses continuing controversy over what constitutes outside help (for 
example, whether rule 41 is broken if the race committee hails a boat’s number as an 
individual recall or if her number is passed on to her by another boat). It clearly prohibits 
setting up a source of private information, such as a password-protected website to 
obtain weather information, but it allows the use of information available to all without 
prior arrangement. It removes the penalty on a boat receiving unsolicited help (for 
example, a crew member on one boat, in a gesture of good sportsmanship, informs 
another boat in his class that she is headed for the wrong mark). It prohibits team race 
tactics. The words ‘to get clear’ in proposed (c) limit the help that may be given after a 
collision to just that needed to get the boats clear of one another (see rule 42.3(d)). 


